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The role of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria in Delivering Gender 

Equality 
 
In the context of the Women Deliver Conference on gender equality and the health, rights, and wellbeing of 
girls and women taking place in Canada from the 3rd to the 6th June 2019, this briefing outlines the 
disproportionate impact of HIV, TB and malaria on women and girls. It sets out the importance of the Global 
Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and malaria (the Global Fund) as a mechanism to fight the three diseases. It then 
explores the Global Fund’s commitments to supporting women and girls that are outlined in its 2017 - 2022 
strategy1 and Investment Case for its Sixth Replenishment.2 
 
To achieve a fully funded Global Fund that can deliver on these commitments, strong and ambitious pledges 
will be needed to reach and go beyond the $14 billion replenishment target. The UK, as a key and leading 
donor, will need to continue to step up the fight. With a pledge of £1.4 billion from the UK the Global Fund will 
be more likely to reach its target and better able to deliver the work outlined below, which is wholly aligned with 
the UK’s Department for International Development Strategic Vision for Gender Equality.  
 
The disproportionate impact of HIV, TB and malaria on women and girls 
 
Women and girls continue to be disproportionately affected by HIV, TB and malaria. HIV is the leading cause 
of death of women of reproductive age in low-and middle-income countries and nearly 1,000 adolescent girls 
and young women are infected with HIV every day worldwide.3 Whilst TB generally affects more men than 
women, it remains among the top five causes of death for women aged between 15 and 44 in low-and middle-
income countries.4 Pregnant women are particularly susceptible to malaria, they are four times more likely to 
suffer symptomatic malaria than other adults5, which can potentially be fatal for both mother and child, causing 
miscarriages, low birth weight and premature births.6  
 
The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria  
 
The Global Fund is the leading multilateral organisation investing in the three diseases. Since its creation in 
2002 the Global Fund has helped to save 27 million lives (helping save 2.3 million lives as a direct result of UK 
Aid) and supported efforts to dismantle the gender and human rights barriers that fuel the three diseases. 
 
It is the single most important mechanism for donors, recipient countries, civil society, the private sector and 
other stakeholders to unite in their response to these epidemics and has repeatedly proven to deliver high 
value for money.  
 
How the Global Fund’s focus on women and girls aligns with the UK’s vision for Gender Equality 
 
The Global Fund continues to increase its investments in programmes supporting women and girls, with 60% 
of current total spending being directed to achieving results for women and girls.7 Between 2002 and 2017 this 
resulted in a total investment of approximately US$18 billion.8  
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1. Tackling gender Inequality 
 
The Global Fund recognises that structural change (social, political and cultural) is needed to end HIV, TB and 
malaria and supports a number of programmes supporting this transformation. As gender inequality continues 
to fuel the spread of the three diseases, the Global Fund is committed to promoting gender equality as a 
strategic pillar of its work, outlinted as a core objective of its 2017-2022 strategy.9 This includes investment to 
reduce health inequalities and gender-related disparities with a target of 90% of women and girls living free 
from gender inequality and gender-based violence to mitigate the risk and impact of HIV by 2020.10  
 
Spotlight on HIV and young women 
 
Girls and young women aged 15-24 years in sub-Saharan Africa are up to eight times more likely to be HIV 
positive compared to boys and men of the same age11. This age group is expected to double in sub-Saharan 
Africa in the next decade and therefore urgent action is needed to end the epidemic and prevent a 
resurgence of HIV.12   
 
In stepping up its work against gender-based health inequalities, the Global Fund has more than quadrupled 
investments to reduce new HIV infections for adolescent girls and young women in sub-Saharan Africa with 
strong community-based prevention programmes.13 The Global Fund has also recently set a bold target to 
reduce the number of new HIV infections among adolescent girls and young women by 58% in 13 African 
countries over the next five years14 as part of their HER: HIV Epidemic Response campaign. 
 
In recognition of the need for collective action, the Global Fund is building on the work of the U.S. President’s 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief and the DREAMS Partnership, with support from private sector to expand 
HIV prevention programmes for adolescent girls and young women over the next five years with a girl-
centred, rights-based approach. These programmes provide condoms, PrEP, HIV testing services as well as 
life skills and financial literacy education.15  
 
 
2. Strengthening Healthcare systems and Improving Sexual, Reproductive, Maternal and Child Health 
 
A key objective of the Global Fund’s current strategy is to ‘build resilient and sustainable systems for health’, to 
not only end the epidemics, but as a critical step to attain universal health coverage. This includes supporting 
reproductive, women’s, children’s, and adolescent health, and platforms for integrated service delivery by 
working closely with key partners including GAVI, GFF, UNFPA, UNICEF and WHO.16  
 
The Global Fund has supported the integration of reproductive, maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health 
services in countries such as Kenya to scale up integrated service delivery as part of achieving universal 
health coverage by 2022, including support for antenatal clinics which serve as “one-stop shops” for pregnant 
women to provide a range of health services including sexual and reproductive health and cervical cancer 
screening.17 The Global Fund also works closely with UNFPA to provide equitable access to integrated and 
gender-responsive sexual and reproductive health services to prevent new HIV infections, eliminate stigma 
and discrimination, as well as to prevent malaria and TB mortality, especially among pregnant women.18  
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Spotlight on pregnant women and malaria 
  
Malaria death rates worldwide have dropped by 60% since 200019 and in 2017, 6 million pregnant women 
received preventive treatment for malaria through the Global Fund20, the leading international funder of the 
malaria response.21 The Global Fund is currently implementing a number of programmes to support 
pregnant women, including a pilot of the Malaria Matchbox, a new tool analysing gender-related barriers to 
accessing services, particularly for pregnant women, as well as investing US$35 million in catalytic funding 
to pilot new mosquito nets.22  
 
 
3. Integrating Education 
 
Services for adolescent girls and young women spanning both health and education are an emerging priority 
for Global Fund with strong evidence showing that staying in school reduces girls and young women’s 
vulnerability to HIV infection. One study shows students in Botswana who stayed in secondary school for an 
additional year had an 8% lower risk of HIV infection a decade later.  
 
Programmes funded by the Global Fund such as Keeping Girls in School in South Africa provide counseling, 
HIV prevention education and academic support to more than 61,000 girls who are at a great risk of dropping 
out of school. Incentive programmes have proven to be effective in removing barriers to education such as the 
cash and care programme in Swaziland offering economic support as well as psychosocial services to girls 
and young women living in areas of high HIV rates.  
 
In Malawi, a Global Fund programme offering in-school and out-of-school clubs saw the number of girls who 
left school due to pregnancies reduce from 57 to 3 between 2016 and 2017. Access to education for 
adolescent girls can also lower the risk of being exposed to cervical cancer, TB, malaria and gender-based 
violence. A recent study found that Global Fund investments in malaria control campaigns had a significant 
impact on reducing delays in attending school.23 
  
Building on progress and turning commitments in to action 
 
The UK’s continued strong and ambitious investment in the Global Fund is wholly aligned with its strategic 
focus on gender equality. The UK should seize the opportunity of the upcoming replenishment and pledge £1.4 
billion, helping the Global Fund reach its replenishment of at least $14 billion and maintaining the UK’s 
proportional contribution.  
 
What you can do: 
• Use your platforms and networks to show your support bycalling for a strong and ambitious pledge of £1.4 

billion 
• Follow #stepupthefight and share @STOPAIDS Global Fund related posts across your social media 

channels 
• If you need more information or are interested in the work of, or joining, the UK Global Fund replenishment 

working group get in touch with Jenny Vaughan, Senior Advocacy Advsior at STOPAIDS – 
jenny@stopaids.org.uk  
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